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own expectations, if not their hopes, to prolong their struggle
for independence for close on two years.
IV. the guerilla warfare to the end of roberts'
period of command, june-november 1900
The capture of Pretoria and the eastward flight of Kruger,
his Government and his army, was followed shortly afterwards
by yet another striking British success in the newly proclaimed
Orange River Colony. Even while Roberts' victorious advance
was in progress, De Wet was giving ample employment to
the strong forces which he had left behind to guard his line
of communications. A deceitful period of quiet had, in fact,
caused a considerable reduction in their strength and a
consequent diminution in vigilance about the end of May, and
of this the elusive guerilla chief took full advantage. Pouncing
on and compelling the surrender of a small force of yeomanry
near Lindley, he next turned his attention to the railway
between Kroonstad and Heilbron ; three garrisons in rapid
succession were surprised and destroyed, and the whole of
the stretch of line on either side of the Rhenoster passed out
of British control at a critical moment in the campaign.
The British Commander-in-Chief at once ordered the
despatch .of important forces to restore the situation. Four
columns under the general direction of Hunter were assembled
on the line Heidelberg—Heilbron—Lindley—Senekal, with
orders to close in from north and .west on De Wet and his
colleagues, who had fallen back eastwards after their daring
exploit. The scheme, well conceived and admirably executed,
worked out to perfection—in all but one small but jyitally
important detail. Gradually, and at the cost of constant fighting,
the enemy were driven back until they were compelled to seek
refuge in the Brandwater Basin—& natural fortress ringed round
with high hills and backed against the Caledon and the border
of Basutoland; and here, surrounded by a largely superior
hostile force which closed up every possible avenue of escape,
they laid down their arms at the end of July, to the number of
4000 men. But the main prize which would have been worth
all the rest had escaped Hunter; De Wet,'with President
Steyn and the remnant of the Free State Government, had
slipped away to the north before the closing of the net and was
still at large. Another Boer leader, Olivier, had also followed
his example, but he, after a month more of meteoric raiding, was
run to earth near Winburg. His abler and more troublesome
colleague, though dogged at every step, outstripped his pur-
suers and, breaking north-west across the railway, appeared

